


Lyrical Lesley

Hello all. We are now meeting at the Pinewood and bit by bit it's getting better. We have

had a busy few months. Archana gave us a wonderful talk on her family's blind school in

Varanasi and in the New Year I hope to talk more with her on how we can help. Our Charter

night as always was a super night and Mike did the honours in reading it. Well done Mike.

We have welcomed some lovely new members Mike, Kay, Annabel, and Sadhna who have

already made a great effort to get involved and I thank you for that. November gave us

another great Fashion show and despite last minute changes Maggie and her team pulled it

off, raising £1,000 for Hearing Dogs. The inspirational Gwyneth Millard from Rotary’s Global

Sight Solutions gave an amazing talk and Council have agreed to send a donation. Our social

nights are a hoot and are a great opportunity to relax and just be ourselves. Sue and her

team work so hard to enhance the club experience so please support them, all new ideas

are welcomed.

Ho Ho Ho here comes Santa! Well, what can I say - what a team effort to get that sleigh out

and man Nottcutts. Can I thank you all for your huge efforts.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Signing off , Lesley, Proud to be your President



2 October - Committees

16 members attended the meal at 7:30pm & later Rotary member Denise and future would
be member Sadhna Sanghvi joined and participated in the Committees deliberations.

There was a warm welcome back for Michael Lacey following a long holiday.

Michael Lacey—-SECRETARY

Nothing to Report. However Michael thanked Chris Monkhouse for standing in for
him and monitoring the Wednesday Meal Schedule

HOUSE & SPEAKERS

Bob was not that happy that the meetings were only frequented by about 14/16
members on a regular basis but on occasions the numbers attached were only
12/13. However it appears that there is positive move of new members wanting to
join B&W ROTARY.

He had a good list of interesting speakers wanting to speak to ROTARIANS.

SOCIAL

SUE had requested a bolder approach by members towards the CHARTER NIGHT
and would like members to respond ASAP.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

There were only 2 members present Bruce & Satish though during short interval we
were honoured by presence of LIZ who would join the Club after the preliminary 4
week attendance.

David Rose had apologised for not attending as he & his family were celebrating
Jewish New Year.

Nevertheless David had informed the committee that

1) he will visit the Treehouse in Stepping Hill Hospital to ascertain as to what
improvements had taken place following donation of £2000

2) Planning to visit Talking Dogs

3) Plans to investigate further the £800 requested by the furniture organisation for a
lifting platform, part of Stockport Homes

4)DEBRA to be the CHARITY for THE FASHION SHOW

5) 17 October to 31st October for

WRAP UP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. John Meeus had intimated that as all stuff
will be stored in his garage he needs to be kept informed Satish suggested making
donations to Stockport MIND and SAMARITANS in the light of exceptional increase
in mental Illness in the form of anxiety and inability to cope in few cases leading to
suicidal tendencies.



Bruce made mention of BEACON which requires lot of financial input. Liz mentioned
donations to Otterspool animal and Hearing Dogs.

WAYS & MEANS

Maggie enlightened the Club of various thoughts and with CHRISTMAS approaching
it becomes paramount.

1) Fashion Shownow rescheduled to

CROWN & CONSPIRATOR 12th November

2)XMAS CARD SALE at Methodist Church NOV 2nd

2) SANTA FLOAT 2 Schools POWNALL GREEN &

NEVILLE ROAD

3) XMAS SANTA FLOATS

30th November until 16th December

4) All 4 WEEKENDS BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

5) Grotto Light up 13 December

6) Drivers + 3 ROTARIANS as SANTAS. MAGGIE needs volunteers urgently

7) CIRCUS. Next Year 2nd/3rd August 2025

SANTA FLOAT in need of urgent repairs in Glossop

INTERNATIONAL

1) Harry informed the Club that Dale had personally been to Caribbean Island of
Carriacou (Grenada) which had been devastated by Hurricane Beryl has now been
reimbursed £1000. Dale had also contributed £1000 towards Ukraine Plastic
Windows Replacement. Dale has also been reimbursed £1000 for this as well.

2) Club proposing to donate £1000 to school run by William in Kassisee with which
Nick Bell from Winchester Rotary is greatly involved.

3) Lend with Care continues to work

4) Richard mentioned that Tameside Rotary was in need of funds for a MOBILE
INCUBATOR each costing £7500. Richard will further look into this before
recommending any contribution.

Finally, Lesley mentioned about visiting other clubs in the area and was planning to
go to Francis House. She also mention forthcoming visit by Paul Scculion.

Final toast was raised around 9:45pm

Satish



9 October

Bob announced that the Alma Lodge wanted to add £150 room charge to the cost of
our meals from 23rd of this month which would add approximately £10 to the cost of
the meal and so once again we are looking for a new venue.

The meeting was meant to be a talk by Archana about Varanasi Rotary Club where
her father is a member and a possible visit there by members early next year.
Unfortunately, the laptop she brought did not have a socket to take the HDMI
connector from the large TV. We therefore decided to swap with the meeting on the
23rd and have a ‘talking tables’ meeting tonight. Lesley asked for suggestions for
future meetings and events, charities to support and possible venues for our
meetings.

Possible venues – The Pinewood. Wilmslow Rotary meet there and are charged
£16.50 for the meal + £1.00 gratuity. Bob to pursue.

Bramhall Park GC – Michael to pursue.

Hazel Grove GC – Ashok to pursue.

Other suggestions were Bramhall Golf Club and to use venues and organise outside
caterers such as St. Michaels Church, Community Hub, Bramhall, Cheadle Sports
Club.

Possible Events – Bollywood themed night at an Indian Restaurant. Theme nights at
Notcutts. Memory Tricks – Mike. Rotary Foundation Talk – Bob has contacted the
District organiser. Gorton Monastery visit. History of Tarot Cards – Liz. Horse racing
video and betting. B & W Rotary in the early days. Escape Rooms visit. Holocaust
talk. Tour Norbury farm. Visit RHS Manchester.

Charities to Support – Support dogs for the disabled. Ex. Service veterans. MS –
Ashok has a contact. Gorton useable clothes.

Any further suggestions please let me know
Bob



16 October - Charter Night

Charter Night – the Club’s Birthday Party. A lovely evening held at the Crown &
Conspirator in Bramhall. The Charter was read, as is the custom, by our newest
member, Mike Brown. See below (The Charter held by our President, Lesley)



23 October - Varanasi

Welcome to the Best Western Pinewood Hotel! Our inaugural meeting at our new
venue commenced at 1933 hrs.

Present were 21 members for the meal, with several attending later. Our latest
recruit Liz, who confirmed her intention to join the club (applause) and 5 guests
hosted by Archana.

There was a 10 minutes delay in serving food, so President Lesley decided to utilise
the time efficiently with AOB:

Payment of meals – back to the familiar system of paying on arrival at
reception. It was unanimously agreed that a £1 gratuity would be added to the
meal price of £16.50 (£17.30 in total).

Harry briefed that the Santa float is now with Linton Trailers in Glossop for
refurb. There is some doubt with the condition of the trailer, which may need
considerable work or renewal. Harry plans to visit the garage in the near
future for further assessment.

Maggie then briefed on Santa’s Rounds which starts on 30 November.

There has been a good response for volunteer Santa’s at Notcutts – more
needed from members – or friends! We are unable to attend Winterfest this
year with Santa as it’s our Christmas party.

Notcutts will be turning on the Christmas lights at the Aviator.

The Woodford Garden Village housing estate has requested our Santa to do
the rounds. A route will be planned and the estate briefed accordingly.

Ian stated that the Duck Race is planned for Sunday 18 May and the Circus is
back again on 3 August.

Food was served at 1950.

After the meal, Archana commenced her presentation on Varanasi, also known as
Benaras or Kashi, which is regarded as the spiritual capital of India. The focus of the
presentation was the Blind School for orphan boys, which her father’s Rotary Club of
Benaras has strong connections.

Archana’s presentation was moving and informative on the plight of the boys who
are abandoned at birth in many cases.
The school’s principal founder was Archana’s grandfather who started the school in
1972. Up to 200 children are looked after from nursery age to year 8 (age 12).

Facilities are wide ranging but rudimentary with lack of funding always an issue,
particularly for the desperately needed teaching staff. Salaries for teachers start at



£125/month, which are often in arears. Of note was that the cost of maintaining a
child for one year is £510 or £1.40 per day!

The school offers sponsorship of children which interested many members.

The presentation continued with a discussion regarding a club visit to Varanasi,
hosted by the RC of Banaras, possibly October 25/February 26. The area has many
cultural splendours such as the Taj Mahal, Vishwanath temple and Raighat fort.

Archana concluded with the hope that a strong link could be built with the RC of
Benaras and B&W R,with the aim of help in supporting the blind school.

Appreciation for the presentation was shown in the usual manner.

The meeting was closed by the President at 21:25.

Bulletin writer: Dale Worthington



30 October
No official meeting, being a ‘fifth Wednesday’ so we had a social evening at Trunk
restaurant in Bramhall. Fifteen members and friends had an enjoyable Tapas meal
together.



06 November - Committees

Bob P turned the tables to 2 large round ones seating 18 diners from one long one
last week. The meal service was better, oh! a delay in coffee/tea arriving.

President Lesley welcomed Sudha and members then proceeded with a fast
induction and badge presentation to Liz Barlow. Congratulations all round, she will
join Ways and Means.

Later, entering from the left Denise and Aschok , note yours truly came at the start.

Lynn, announced that we have 34 paid up members. The Charity Acct stands at
£2,600, General Acct at £700. Because we had a large amount in the Charity Acct
Council agreed the following grants; £1K to Stockport Homes, £1k to S/port Foster
Carers Association, £500 to Hangout Club at Ford’s Lane Church for teenage
activities after school.

Michael told us that Steve is housebound for 6 weeks because of a ruptured Achilles
tendon. We wish him a rapid recovery.

Sue, listed her social program Nov 27 a meal out in Mobberly- Plough & Flail.

Dec 13 Xmas Party at Bramhall Park Golf Club.

Every year John organizes an evening at Chad’s theatre TBA. February wine tasting
courtesy of Michael and Pam led by in house expert Sarah.

MARCH 07 2025 PRESIDENT’s NIGHT-the only formal event of the year.

David re; WRAP UP I thanked Dennis, Satish, Bruce, Michael, Lesley Sarah for
collecting coats from Waitrose. Philip and Chris for taking them to Reddish for
distribution to local needy people. I give special thanks to John M for the use of his
garage and for all the hours he put in with me to sort and label many bags. This
project collaborates with 2 Rotaries, Lamplighters and Cheadle Royal. The total
items collected 1,428, our club received 447 coats including 127 childrens clothes
which go to schools in Brinnington. Compare these figures to last year’s total of 601!
Amazing.

Re; Youth Speaks, Hazel Grove School are fielding 2 teams to take part in District
Heats in Knutsford next February. The club arranges an evening to practice their
presentations beforehand. This involves an early dinner at 6.30pm followed by 6
children post meal date TBA

Bob P, see the program sent out on e-mail.

Harry, Council agreed to donate £1K toward UKRAINE ambulance, and £1K to
Uganda via Winchester Rotary. For our newer members, B&W RC have a long
standing link with this club in their educational work in Kasese. Harry commented on
how difficult it is to transfer money abroad.



Maggie, Last Saturday with Lesley got £105 from selling stocking fillers at Bramhall
Methodist Church Fair. FASHION SHOW Next Tuesday at Crown & Conspirator is
nearly sold out. Maggie thanked members who had given generous raffle prizes.
There will be plenty of models (worth going chaps).

Reminder to CHECK FLOAT ROTA and fill empty spaces. We are short of Santas.
Mike has volunteered to spend 6 hours incarcerated in the Grotto outside Boots for
Light Up Bramhall.

All invited to the annual sweet throwing and packing at the Hills on Friday November
22 nd evening.

Lesley closed the meeting at 9.45pm. David



12 November - Fashion show

Dateline was a Tuesday!! (Yep, a Tuesday)

Event Fashion Show

The nominated charity was Hearing Dogs for Deaf People

Location was The Crown and Conspirator

Ninety five guests had booked for show Number 25.

Start at 7pm for 7.30 but the first ticket holders arrived just on half past six.

Live music commenced at 7.20 for an hour and a quarter was provided by Mac and
The Medic whilst the welcome drink of Prosecco and the food choices were served.
The Medic being our very own Richard.

Food, apparently, was delicious. I did interrogate a number of ladies just to check. If
you don’t believe me ask the two members who paid to be with us, President Lesley
and PP Pat.

A section of the Admin Team toured the tables selling raffle tickets. Sue and Denise
did a super job twisting everyone’s arm. The local paparazzi, in the shape of Harry,
was in evidence going round the tables photographing the guests and then the
models in their various outfits.



First House was What Lyes Beneath. The writer has to admit that it was all a blur to
him and he remained professional throughout this part of the show. I believe that
there were 6 models in total and three of our lady members were, once again, very
brave. Well done to Maggie, Kate and our newest member and first time model, Liz.

Between shows Gaynor representing the charity Hearing Dogs for Deaf People gave
a small insight to the work they do. Then the draw for the top five raffle prizes took
place, which allowed the Admin Team to draw tickets for the remaining prizes which
were presented to the winners at the end of the evening.

Second House was Crissan. Again Maggie, Kate and Liz took to the “catwalk” along
with 5 other models two of which were first timers with us. By now Liz showed that
she had taken to modelling like a duck to water.

Both Houses offered discounts to anyone who shopped with them and mentioned
Rotary.

Given that there were all sorts of issues and challenges in the set up of the event it
all went very smoothly on the night. A pity that only nine members came along to
support us and join in the fun.

I’m reasonably sure that we made a decent bob or two for our nominated charity.

Ian



20 November - Global Sight Solutions

The first surprise on entering the Pinewood Hotel was just how many Rotarians were
there. I had clearly forgotten that we had a group of a dozen or so colleagues from
Glossop RC, including our erstwhile ADG Paul Scullion, as guests for the evening.
Other attendees included Annabel Hipkins, who has asked to join our club (good
choice, Annabel) and Sadhna Sangvi (I do hope I have spelled your name right) who
will I hope follow her example. It was heartening to see a room full of like-minded
people who all embrace the Rotary ethos including its fun element.

The evening’s talk was given by Gwyneth Millard, who is an ambassador for the
charity Global Sight Solutions. I have been interested in this organisation since I
came across their stand at the Southport district conference in about 2015. At that
time they were a project set up by Guildford Rotary Club with a flourishing presence
in India but as they grew and spread they changed their name to reflect their wider
scope.

Unlike our local charity Walthew House, which helps blind and/or deaf people cope
with their disabilities, Global Sight Solutions aims to prevent and treat acquired
blindness. There are two diseases which cause most problems, trachoma and
onchocerciasis. The first is a recurrent bacterial disease, which can lead to
eyelashes growing towards the eye and scratching it; the second involves worms
which are passed from an infected fly as it bites a human. These worms can live for
15 years and produce thousands of tiny worms which can invade the eye and cause
blindness. Other problems include congenital cataracts and untreated corneal
injuries, as well as the problems we have such as “old age” cataracts and glaucoma.

GSS, being a Rotary organisation, uses the power of global grants to raise
significant amounts of money with which it purchases suitable properties and
converts them into eye hospitals. These then offer free treatments. All staff are paid,
not volunteers, and are home-grown, including management and support staff as
well as the clinicians.

GSS now has about 70 hospitals, and a new hospital can perform up to 150,000
cataract operations a year, at the cost of about £10 each.

Gwyneth answered the inevitable questions and was soundly applauded. Although
there was no overt request for funds I am sure we will be looking at our Charity
account soon with the intention of supporting this excellent organisation.

Harry Hill



27 November - Meal at Amans

7 members and 2 guests enjoyed a good meal and great fellowship.



4 December - Committees and EGM

Fifteen members sat down for dinner and four joined after the meal including
Annabel Hipkins who was later inducted and Sadhna Sanghvi whose application for
membership is currently being circulated for comment. The veggie curry was very
tasty and the ample plates of gammon steak, fried egg and chips were all left clean.

Then followed the EGM which, as ever, was efficiently conducted by Michael who will
issue a separate minute. The highlights were that Lesley is elected to continue in the
role of president for a second year and Philip is elected as vice president to assume
the presidents role in July 26. It was noted that there are vacancies for treasurer and
secretary which need to be filled by July 25. Steve Littlewood has kindly stepped in
as temporary treasurer for the remainder of this rotary year, ably assisted by Lesley,
Sue and Bob for money handling during the period of the float.

Annabel Hipkins was then inducted and formally welcomed as a member of the club.
Her mentor will be Pat.

Michael commented that a cheque, which had mysteriously arrived from a funeral
director, had been identified as the collection from John Sykes funeral which had
been donated but mistakenly sent to the Ladybridge club.

Lesley announced that we had received an End Polio award for our contribution to
that programme.

Then followed a business meeting which generated the following reports.

Michael – Secretary – nothing to report. Communications – an article in the
Stockport Post about santa and much activity on facebook round the Christmas
events.

Steve – treasurer – the general account stands at £796 and the charity account at
£1769 before any addition from the Christmas activities. The repairs to the float cost
£1600 and a reserve of £2500 has been created to cover the work required next
year.

Steve reported that the coin collection which was donated some time ago had been
sold by Ian for £5100. However given the large value of the donation we are advised
we should carry out due diligence on its origin which Ian has in hand.

It was noted donations can be taken using our personal phones if an app is installed.
Anyone wishing to do so should contact Michael.

Bob – Club Services – a full programme has been issued up to the end of February
and speakers for March are being lined up.

Maggie – Ways and Means – The fashion show which featured a new shop had
been a great success with 95 people attending and around £1000 raised for Talking
Dogs.



The float has started, Maggie praising the work of Tom and Pete in
preparing/strengthening it. A successful weekend had been held at Nottcuts and
Mike B. played a blinder in the santa grotto on Saturday followed by a successful
stage debut in the evening. The van has been provided by CeraCycloan (Brian) in
Stockport which does super work for charities earning them a Queens Award.

Unfortunately a float night was missed on Monday due to an insurance problem.
Harry explained that the van/float had to be insured by the van owner’s insurance.
That company would only offer insurance if there was no one on the float while it
moved, therefore santa has to get off each time the float moves which slows down
the round. It was agreed that in future we should try to organise insurance in
advance, but this depends on the early identification of a towing vehicle which
proved very difficult this year. The only other alternative is to hire a van which is
expensive.

David – Community Service – A list of a few charities to benefit from the events next
year will be completed by January. Kate at Stepping Hill has been contacted to
determine the progress with the tree house.

Harry – International – The lend with care project is rolling on. William in Uganda has
received the £1000 but has yet to explain how the money will be used. The
understanding is that it will be used for school improvements.

Sue – Social – final names for the Xmas party on Friday 13th must be received by
this Friday. In January there is the visit to Chads and in March the presidents night.
Various ideas are being considered for February. Philip said he would organise an
informal meal at the Pointing Dog on Wednesday 18th December since there is no
meeting that night.

The meeting ended at 9.55pm.

Bruce



13 December - Xmas Party

A lovely meal, good company and a fun quiz at Bramall Park Golf Club.



13 December - Informal meal at The Pointing Dog


