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Presidential pearls

Well what a week to remember 

Rotary -  on Wednesday, Manchester 

Rotary International Luncheon on 

Thursday, Poynton President’s night 

Thursday evening and our President’s 

Night on Friday. A very successful 

event superbly organised by the best 

impresarios in the business.  What a 

great life being a President!!!! Check 

your Diary for next year VP Michael 

and get your dates & diet sorted out 

earlier. 

I have always considered President’s 

Night as the Zenith of the Rotary 

Year; a time at which it has met its 

peak, not in calendar months, I hasten 

too add, especially as this year it was 

a month earlier than previous years. It 

is more a case of looking back and 

reflecting on what has been achieved 

by all our respective committees and 

their individual members in the past 

eight months of the Rotary year. 

However, that does not mean that we 

can rest on our laurels. There is still 

more to do and I am sure that they 

will continue with that success in the 

remainder of the year.  There is a full 

calendar organised, not only on 

Wednesday nights, but also for 

Social, Community, Ways and Means 

and International.  Please Please go 

to the programmed details at the rear 

of the Bulletin and put the dates in 

your Diary early and support the 

events. Give as much thought for 

footpaths and the memorial garden as 

for the big one with the Dakotas in 

May.

Last but by no means least the 

Centennial year approaches the 

Club needs your ideas to mark the 

event. Communicate with VP 

Michael or me by any means you 

care to use.     

Spring approaches and in two weeks 

the clocks go forward!!

President John      
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Council capers
January 2004

Money: General Account £1851, 

£600 capitation fees now due!

 Charity Account £2461 (with 

£500 owing to the General Account).

  Agreed to give 

MacMillan nurses £702.55, 

SightSavers £345

Attendance: last quarter was 63%. 

Please tell Tony B of any allowable 

attendances!

        Individual attendances 

will be published quarterly, so watch 

out!

Membership: 4 more prospects still, 

of which 2 are 'very keen'.

Ladybridge club holidays: buffet 

meals only on February 4
th
 and May 

12
th
.

Social: theatre trip planned for March.

Shoe boxes: 120 collected in total – 

66 from Bramhall High School.

Grotto: 2080 kids visited! Great. 

Community Service to nominate a 

Charity to benefit.

Commemoration Garden in 

Bramhall Park: the trees will cost us 

£365. A stainless steel plaque was 

agreed (£180).

Excitement of Science visit for 30 

children was approved  (£300). A 

further 20 (£200) possible.

Stroke Awareness pack to come for 

the Awareness Day project.

MacMillan nurse to speak on 18 

February – a further £100 to be 

donated.

In house notice board under way.

 February 2004

Money: General Account £1485;  

Charity Account £715

Social: A theatre trip is planned for 

March.

International: £500 was raised in 

lieu of Christmas cards. Another walk 

over Morecambe Bay is being 

planned.

Ways and Means: £3000 has been 

received from Barton Grange for our 

Grotto work.

Community Service: The bushes and 

trees for the Commerative garden in 

Bramhall Park will be £365. A 

stainless steel plaque will be installed 

both in the garden and on the bridge. 

Cost £180. 

Funding has been agreed for 50 

children to participate in 'Excitement 

of Science'.

The Grotto money will be split 

equally between NSPCC and Frances 

House.

Other: Ideas for our new letterhead 

are still required.
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Meeting Reports

A quizzical night 
    

    

    

There was a good turn-out of 24 

members and a regular visitor for a 

TBA night on 14
th
 January. Also 

present were two guests introduced as 

friends of Herb and Sid. (Despite 

audible disbelief in some quarters 

they do have friends -although Herb's 

friend hastily points out that he is 

really Margaret's bridge partner.).  3 

more members arrived after the meal. 

Secretary David then reported that he 

had checked out our visitor's 

credentials with his previous club, 

Guildford & District, who said they 

would be sorry to lose him. 

Apparently at Guildford he had 

supported many extra-curricula 

activities (although no details were 

given.!).

President John then formally 

welcomed Norman Hogben to the 

Club as a new member. 

We then had 3 Building Quantity 

Surveyors in a row. What is the 

collective noun - a Schedule of QSs, a 

Claim of QSs or a Tape ?. Is it a 

take-over conspiracy ?. Answers by 

E-mail to Mr. Fayed, Norman's 

former employer.

The "entertainment" was a quiz night 

organised by the "Two Ronnies". 

(whilst Tony dressed in a striped 

blazer might pass for Barker, Graham 

Yule does not really have the same 

physique as Corbett).

90 questions, anagrams and pictures, 

reputedly set by Tony's daughter, 

were fired out at breakneck speed 

together with their answers in a little 

over an hour. A typical question was 

what is available in sizes of 3&1/4, 

5&1/2 and 8 inches. (No those are 

diameters not lengths - so think again).

A four man think tank of Kelvin 

Death, Sam Kennedy, Tim Sheppard 

and John Thewlis returned a 

remarkable score of 76 whilst most 

others were in the low forties. May 

they enjoy their bottles of wine whist 

watching cast names roll by at the end 

of another soap!   

 Bob Stevenson still found time to fine 

everybody present before we departed 

for home rather later normal. 
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Connecting Plus-wise

The meeting on 21
st
 January was held 

in the bar area at Ladybridge Park 

where, for the first time, we were 

curtained off from the rest of the 

world, even enjoying the luxury of 

our own ‘convenience’. In general, 

the new arrangement was greeted 

with approval, although a couple of 

more ‘precious’ members were heard 

to comment disparagingly on the 

colour of the new curtains which, 

apparently, are not too well co-

ordinated with the overall décor for 

their refined sensibilities.

After the usual excellent meal, during 

which Mr Malabon distinguished 

himself by acting as plate monitor for 

the soup course and was duly 

rewarded with an extra piece of pie by 

the grateful waitresses, the Club was 

addressed by Alli Cortes, of Connect 

Plus.

Alli explained that Connect Plus is a 

part of the Disability Stockport 

initiative and its aim is to promote the 

awareness and issues of people with 

disabilities. Whilst much of their 

work centres around issues of access, 

transport and employment they also 

provide an information service and a 

telephone support information line. In 

particular, Connect Plus aim to get 

disabled people out and about by 

organising events such as social 

gatherings and trips to the cinema or 

theatre. There are usually two 

arranged activities per month, plus 

whatever members want within the 

available resources. There are two 

paid staff plus around fifty volunteers 

who accompany the fifty to sixty 

members both on group and one-to-

one activities. Alli summed up by 

expressing the ongoing need for both 

money and volunteers.

Little significant business was 

transacted, although ‘Social Sam’ did 

his best to crank up anticipation for 

the mysterious Burns’ Night Safari 

Supper, which, apparently, is neither 

Scottish nor African. Michael Lacey 

chipped in with a ‘Burns’ joke, which 

was distinguished by his imitation of 

our beloved leader, Tony Blair, and 

Herb “Luck o’the Oirish” Boyes won 

the raffle. The evening concluded 

with a round-robin Sergeant-at-Arms, 

which gave Alan Newsome the 

chance to settle an old score.

John Thewlis

Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine.
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A Rotary weekend, and no   
mistake!

It needs a whole weekend to celebrate 

someone who died ages ago, and 

another who is still going strong! 

Sam entertained us royally (if that's an 

acceptable expression in this context) 

at a super Burns evening at the 

Ladybridge Club on January 31
st
. It 

was all there – a splendid menu card 

with the bards picture, a piper, haggis 

(naturally) with Scottish beef to 

follow, and a singalong to Scottish 

airs. Our very own Scottish Brumite, 

Malcolm (the Bruce) Hurst, looked 

resplendent as he proposed an 

amusing toast to the Lasses in pure 

Scottish, lapsing into his native 

vernacular only at frequent intervals! 

As Pressie John remarked: 'When we 

do things well, we do them well!' (or 

something like that, anyway). Rotary 

at its social best!

Some possibly stayed overnight at the 

Ladybridge Club, not wanting to be 

late to wish Pressie John a very Happy 

70
th
 the next day at noon. A large 

crowd of Rotarians, 41-ers and friends 

of John and Mary certainly enjoyed 

the excellent hospitality, and all were 

delighted to be able to marvel at how 

well preserved he still is after all this 

time! Long may it continue, John!
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Butties for all

The normal feast was suspended on 

February 4th and the young ladies 
provided us with sandwiches, cakes 

and coffee. When one looked at the 

size of some of our members one 

could perhaps count the absence of a 

big meal a blessing !

The President was in a masterful 

mood and ran the Committee Night 

meeting with a steely, no nonsense 

attitude. After half an hour or so the 

various committee chairmen reported.

 

John Sykes for Ways and Means said 

that he had not yet heard from Barton 

Grange how much we would get and 

Mr President suggested he found out 

soon. (Possibly he has a holiday 

planned).

Tony Burch reported that attendance 

was running at 64% and outlined a 

proposed an away night to the 

Velodrome.

Vice President Michael prattled on 

about plaques in the park, vandals etc. 

He then outlined likely recipients of 

funds, mentioning Francis House, 

Stockport Shopmobility and Stroke 

Awareness Day. Discussion of last 

years Stroke Awareness Day brought 

comments about Press Gang tactics 

outside the Methodist Hall and our 

new medic member Harry Hill looked 

decidedly put out at this trespassing in 

his field.

Tim Sheppard urged those who still 

had shoe boxes to get on with things. 

He outlined the slow progress with the 

Kenyan water filters. He advised that 

over £500 had been raised for 

SightSavers by means of members 

contributing a tenner instead of 

sending Christmas cards to each other. 

All considered this a very good result.

Sam Kennedy urged members to bring 

guests to the President's evening and it 

was suggested that he had dark plans 

for the evening.

Tony Burch rounded off the evening 

as Sergeant at Arms with a hilarious 

round of fines on all and sundry.

Marc Wolverson told me that he and 

his expanding family are off to the 

States on holiday on Monday. 

Personally, I think he is going as a 

Missionary.

Sid Davies

A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't make me a 

better boy, don't worry about it. I'm having a real good time like I am." 
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Watch my lips 

24 members arrived on 11th February 

to hear Past President David Rabone 

announce that our President was 

absent with a 'painful rear end'. Much 

sympathy and shuffling took place 

amongst the assembled throng. 

Luckily grapes were not on the menu. 

Sam Kennedy was in workaholic 

mode, announcing various details 

about forthcoming events. We also 

heard that we are to be entertained by 

the 60's pop legends the Dakotas 

(minus Billy J) on May 22nd. A night 

to look forward to as well as a night to 

remember lost youth! "Little 

Children" sprang to mind. Ah- the 

things we did! (If only we could 

remember who it was we were doing 

the hippy hippy shake with.) John 

Sykes told us about a Scottish 

Rotarian who was walking for charity 

from Lands End to John O'Groats and 

asked us to support him as he passed 

through our area in June. Great sighs 

of relief were audible when he 

explained we were not expected to 

accompany him all the way! 

(Bramhall to Hazel Grove sounded so 

much more achievable). 

Guest speaker Jan Kenworthy gave an 

excellent talk on lip-reading. She 

really brought home to us how 

difficult it is for those who have to 

rely on lip-reading alone. We were 

suprised to discover that 1 in 7 people 

have hearing loss. The ratio amongst 

politicians was judged to be somewhat 

higher by members present, who as 

usual, applied their natural sense of 

fairness on the matter. They must have 

had regular first hand experience. (I 

cannot imagine with whom). Jan also 

explained the difficulties with balance 

that the hearing impaired can suffer. It 

was an enlightening and interesting 

address. 

Half way through the night David 

Dewhurst arrived, despite apologies 

being given for his absence. Whilst we 

were all delighted to see him in good 

health, I could not help remarking that 

he had turned up looking like the 

American actor Red Buttons, 

preparing for the lead role in the new 

film, 'The Life of Acker Bilk'. Our 

intelligence that he was not coming 

was obviously supplied by an MI6 

agent based in Iraq! A good meal as 

usual rounded off a very interesting 

and pleasant evening. Roll on the 

Dakotas! 

Stephen Day 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children, as they were on the way 

to church service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 

One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping." 
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Macmillan Cancer Relief -18th 
February    
 

22 members and Phil Todd, a guest of 

Bob Stevenson and known to many 

from Festival days, enjoyed a meal of 

"Nice and Spicy Chilli Con Carne"  - 

to which the Vice- President elect 

added a slice of pork. (Well he is a big 

lad and needs to keep his strength up).

Our speaker for the evening was Amy 

Wilson, a fund raiser for Macmillan 

Cancer Relief. Whilst the charity is 

best known for its nurses who assist 

cancer sufferers and their families in 

their own homes, she described the 

wide range of services they are now 

able to provide. These vary from 

grants to someone who needs 

additional or special clothing to a 24 

hour, seven days a week, help-line. 

Starting from a few donations in 1911 

the charity is now worth £68 million.

Amy herself had been involved in 

fund raising for a new consultation 

and treatment centre in Macclesfield. 

This had cost £1.5 million of which 

about £1.0 million had already been 

raised. She thanked Rotarians who 

had helped with collections at 

Handforth Green before Christmas, 

which had raised over £3000 in one 

day, the highest of any collection 

point in the country.

After an animated discussion Kelvin 

proposed a vote of thanks to Amy and 

presented her with a cheque for £100. 

  

During a short business session 

Kelvin reminded members that it is 

Stroke - Awareness Day on Saturday 

3rd April and as many helpers as 

possible would be needed to run the 

blood pressure testing centre in 

Centrepoint.

Our Vice-Chairman persuaded most 

members to part with 50p before we 

drove home on a very mild evening. 

How to win a rugby cup – well 
almost!

At 1950 hours on Wednesday 25
th
 

February the bar at the Ladybridge 

Club had only Graham Vine, his guest 

Jim Thomas and the writer present. It 

was suggested that perhaps we had the 

wrong date. Then President John 

appeared followed by a stampede of 

motley characters; it was suggested 

that a 52-seater coach had just arrived.

“All’s well that ends well”. After the 

usual tasty meal we had an 

entertaining talk by an accomplished 

local artist Tony Coupe. Backed by a 

display of some of his wonderful work 

he gave us brief account of his early 

days as a textile designer. He had been 

more or less directed into this career 
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by the Principal of the Oldham School 

of Art. Among his exhibits were two 

superb paintings of Concorde. A man 

of many parts he explained that he was 

also interested in model ships, both to 

paint and to operate. He said that he 

had to be in the mood to paint and he 

always had classical music playing in 

his studio. President John and all 

present were delighted when he 

presented the Club with a limited 

edition print of the Cup flanked by 

Martin Johnson and Jonny Wilkinson.

(Whilst I wouldn’t dare admit it 

publicly, I had to ring the Belgian 

Consul to ask the above names as, 

being Welsh, they could as well be 

astronauts).

Our esteemed Vice President gave us 

another talk (some described it as a 

vote of thanks).

Following very brief reports from 

committee chaps, Mac McLeod 

extracted some 50p’s from some 

members.

Paul Ridgway was reported to be in 

very good spirits; he was continuing to 

have treatment. Sam urged members 

to bring guests to the “shindig” on 

Friday at the Hunting Lodge. Whilst 

the more alcoholic members hastened 

to the bar, the more henpecked 

amongst us scuttled off into the night.

Sid Davies
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Presidential praise (as performed at President's Evening)

If you wish to sing along, try the melody of 'la Donna y Mobile'. A trio of 

Kelvin, John Thewlis and Harry also tried, ably conducted by maestro Hans 

Fritz Dewhurst.

Welcome John Meeus again

He's our Club President

Third time in residence.

Is this a precedent?

Tall svelte exterior

Trim tight posterior

He's so superior

We feel inferior.

He-e likes Male Modelling

Down cat walks toddling

But he ends up..dawdling

Wha-at a poseur!

He's our 'El capi-tan'

Spawned from a Belgian clan.

He's not an also-ran

We say – 'You-is-the-man!'

Blessed with a great physique

He acts for 'Le Belgique'

He misses not a 'treek'

God how it makes you 'seek'.

(He likes Male Modelling etc.,       

repeat)

So join us if you can

Fellow Rotar-ians

Praise this amazing man

Sept-a-genarian.

Make this a great event

For we are all hell bent

To further implement

A toast to- 'El President'

(but, still he likes Male Modelling 

etc..)
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GRAND CHARITY CONCERT

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

THE DAKOTAS
Just returned from their UK tour.

SATURDAY 22
ND
 MAY 2004

8PM UNTIL LATE

AT LADYBRIDGE PARK RESIDENTS CLUB
CHEADLE HULME

IN AID OF
 

FRANCIS HOUSE CHILDRENS HOSPICE

The Dakotas are a totally unique musical experience!

The Dakotas, of course, toured with vocalist Billy J Kramer, and had 
international hits with singles such as "Bad To Me", "Little Children",

 "Do You Want to Know a Secret" and "The Cruel Sea"

TICKETS £10      
BUFFET MEAL AVAILABLE £3 

TICKET HOT LINE 0161 485 1188
OR CONTACT JOHN SYKES ON 0161 456 7847

Visit the Dakotas official website on www.hoscar.demon.co.uk
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Rotary wives

February night out

We girls did not meet in January – 

either the organisers were poorly, on 

holiday or forgot. If the latter, here is 

our future list:

March  Wendy and Sue 

 Mon

April  Kate and Kay 

 Tuesday

May  Mary and Jackie

 Wed

June  Frances and Marilyn

 Thursday

July  Sally and Pam Lacey

     - 

Even our President's wife had to ask 

the other evening, who was on duty 

next!

For this February's meeting, it was 

decided by your two oldest stalwarts, 

to arrange an easy option – so it 

happened that we visited Parrs Wood 

cinema to see 'Girl with a Pearl 

Earring'. Then we thought, for those 

who don't have to cook a meal for 

their husbands on such an occasion, 

why don't we have a snack in 

Bramhall before we go.

So half the party met at 6.30 in San 

Georgio's for a pizza or something 

very Italian. The 'whole' assembled at 

Parrs Wood followed by the film – the 

events of which happened in the 

1660s, which led to the creation of 

one of Vermeer's most famous 

paintings. The show was on the slow 

side. In fact Sue reckoned that the 

dialogue would have been easy to 

learn, there was so little of it. We did 

experience periods of nothing (Ed: 

senior moments, perhaps!), lip 

licking, a lot of looking down – it was 

all so relaxing! There must have been 

something going for it, as I did not 

even go to sleep, and I do know a lot 

about that one earring now.

As 'THE END' showed up, our party 

sat on, as if we hadn't had enough. 

Fortunately Mary had read the book, 

so she was able to inform us that Gret 

married The Butcher's Boy. So all 

must have ended up with a smile on 

their faces, which we had not had a lot 

of during the show.

We all wished Sue and Lynda a great 

holiday on their New Zealand 

Experience, and we look forward to 

'them all' on March 22nd at 7.30 in the 
Church Inn – at least it's not three 

times in one week!

Love from Kath and Hilda
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Diary

March 20  Veledrome Saturday Evening

March 24  A surprise evening with Kennedy and Lacey

March 31  Visit with wives to Macclesfield Silk Museum

April 3-4  Stroke awareness weekend

April 7   Committee night

April 21  District matters: David Rabone. Club AGM??

May 5   Bob Bischof

May 10   GSE dinner ( we may host this)

May 12   Away Night - but where to?

May 19   Committee night

May 22   Dakota concert! Our Ways & Means venture

May 26   ‘My job’ talks from two new members

June 2   John Leatherbarrow: Shopmobility Stockport

June 16   Committee night

June 30   5th Wednesday - Assembly & Handover?

July 4   End of year barbecue

July 7   Committee night

September 1  Committee night

September 22  Charter Night

September 29  District Council - we host!

October 8 - 10  District Conference, Southport

For all other meetings, see the rota below. If you cannot arrange a 

meeting, please find a replacement. Please advise Tony Burch as soon as 

possible of the details of the meetings that have been arranged. 

April 14  Malabon/McLeod

April 28  Poizer/Rabone

June 9   Smith/Smethurst

June 23   Stevenson/Sykes

July 14   Taylor/Thewlis

July 21   Vine/Wolverson

July 28   Club Services

August 4  Yule/Barker

August 11  Allport/Batty

August 18  Boyes/Burch

August 25  Club Services

September 8  Davies/Day
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Date Speaker host Bulletin S at A

March 24 R Taylor J Sykes J Thewlis

March 31 5th Wed G Yule 5th Wed

April 7 Committees H Boyes B Batty

April 14 T Burch S Day S Davies

April 21 D Allport K Death D Dewhurst

April 28 J Holme G Hunt H Hill

May 5 Committees J Mould H Barker

May 12 H Boyes S Kennedy M Hurst

May 19 N Hogben M Lacey R Malabon

May 26 M McLeod D Poizer A Newsome

June 2 Committees D Rabone P Ridgway

June 9 D Rose J Sheard T Sheppard

June 16 S Smith N Smethurst B Stevenson

June 23 J Sykes J Thewlis R Taylor

June 30 5th Wed G Vine 5th Wed

July 7 Committees G Yule M Wolverson

July 14 H Barker B Batty H Boyes

July 21 T Burch D Allport S Day

July 28 S Davies D Dewhurst K Death

If you cannot attend, please find a replacement!

Job rota

         
               Burns Night
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BLIND RUN

Mrs Joan Kuroski, 13 Hulme Hall Cres., Cheadle Hulme

Tel: 485 6729   Pick up 7.00 pm

Mrs Phyllis Bell, Flat 19B, York Close, Cheadle Hulme

Tel: 428 8008   Pick up 7.15 pm

Bernard Sharp, 6 Woodbury Rd., Birdhall Lane, Cheadle Hulme

Tel: 428 6506   Pick up 7.20 pm

Mrs Dorothy Birch, 53 Mill Lane, Woodley

Tel: 355 3252   Pick up 7.00 pm

Mrs Joan Goodall, 3 Poise Brook Drive, Offerton

Tel: 456 2076   Pick up 7.15 pm

Mrs Edith Fidler, 18 Old Hall Drive, Offerton

Tel: 483 2286   Pick up 7.15 pm

Make sure that you know where to find them. Ring up Sunday or Monday to 

check that your passengers still need a lift. If you can’t get through, go round 

anyway at the appointed time. Let Geoff Hunt know if you get stuck. Please 

swap with someone if you can’t do your appointed run. During holiday 

periods, Walthew House may be closed. Cancellations will be announced at 

club  meetings.

March 23 R Malabon J Meeus

March 30 J Mould A Newsome

April 6 D Poizer D Rabone

April 13 P Ridgway D Rose

April 20 T Sheppard S Smith

April 27 N Smethurst B Stevenson

May 4 J Sykes G Vine

May 11 M Wolverson G Yule

May 18 H Barker B Batty

May 25 D Allport H Boyes

June 1 T Burch S Davies

June 8 S Day K Death

June 15 D Dewhurst N Hogben

June 22 G Hunt M Hurst

June 29 S Kennedy M Lacey

July 6 R Malabon J Meeus

July 13 J Mould A Newsome

July 20 D Poizer D Rabone
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‘ LEND A HAND’

Involvement and communication

Meal Apologies

Don’t forget that all meal apologies must be made either

 by phoning 07005 964 624

or

 emailing to 

Apologies@bramhall-woodford-rotary.org.uk

before midday on Tuesday

We meet at the the Ladybridge Park Resident’s Club, 

Edenbridge Road, Cheadle Hulme.

Please send all copy for the bulletin to Dennis Allport, preferably 
as a Word attachment to an e-mail

dennis-allport@supanet.com


